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It is a year since the last report in this magazine on the activities of the Foundation so here is a brief summary of recent activity.

In my last report I mentioned that although we had seen an increase in the number of applications received for funding from young athletes, applications were still rather thin on the ground.  The picture has changed in the most recent period because between June 2005 and the end of September 2005 we received a substantial number of applications, 22 of which were accepted for funding.  

The main reasons for this were the number of applications received in connection with the WMRT in New Zealand and other applications received as a result of joint initiatives with the former FRA junior co-ordinators Dave and Eileen Woodhead.

The effect of this larger number of funded applications has been that in recent months, expenditure has exceed income for the first time but the Foundation still has a substantial cash balance to its credit.

With a substantial number of applications received in connection with the WMRT in New Zealand, it has occasionally felt like the Foundation was rather propping up financially the activities of needy elite junior athletes who one would generally hope would be funded from central sources.  From the Foundation's point of view it was good to see the passing of the resolution at the FRA AGM in October 2005 confirming that financial support can now be given to FRA members who are selected to represent England in international events.  Who knows exactly how this resolution will impact on to events, but if the effect is to release more Foundation money to those not in the elite category, that feels like a good thing to me.

There is no doubt that the relationship between the Foundation and the former FRA junior co-ordinators did lead to the mutual exchange of information and contacts that was beneficial to those junior athletes who are either members of the FRA or participating in FRA events.  I hope that similar links can be forged with the successors to Dave and Eileen Woodhead.

To make our awards rather more flexible, we have arranged voucher schemes with Running Bear, the Complete Runner and Pete Bland Sports to allow us to issue vouchers for equipment as part of our financial awards.  These seem to be appreciated by the recipients.  Our thanks to Tony Hulme, Terry Lonergan and Pete Bland for their assistance with this.  

The Foundation has also forged links with Inov8 who have assisted us with the provision of kit for junior athletes.  Our thanks to Wayne Eaddie and his colleagues for their support.

All of our funded junior athletes receive a Foundation t-shirt and we have also distributed these to other people with direct links either with the Foundation or with athletes who have been funded and it is great to see the Foundation's logo making regular appearances in a variety of geographical locations.  We have a supply of t-shirts available and are prepared to part company with these in return for an appropriate donation!  Enquiries should be made to Kirstin Bailey at enquiries@johntaylorfoundation.org.uk.

Between June 2005 and September 2005, the following athletes received support from the Foundation:

Jonathan Hare (Halifax Harriers), Ben Lindsay (Pendle AC), Adam Peers (Wirral AC), John Heneghan (Pudsey & Bramley AC), Mary Wilkinson (Skipton AC), Jonathan Pawson (Skipton AC), Holly Williams (Unattached), Johnny Mellor (Liverpool Harriers), Rachael Thompson (Horwich RMI), Jason McGonigle (Warrington AC), Dionne Allen (Leigh Harriers), Emma Stuart (Keswick AC), Natalie White (then Holmfirth Harriers), Andy Norman (Altrincham AC), Alistair Brownlee (Bingley Harriers), Chris Doyle (Trafford AC), Carwyn Thomas (Sarn Helen), Nicki Cornock (Mynydd), Mark Davies (Swansea Harriers) and Elinor Kirk (Swansea Harriers).

In conclusion, continuing thanks to everyone who has donated money to the Foundation (all contributions gratefully received, however small) and to everyone who assists us in any way with our activities.

Morgan Williams

Trustee

